
The “Green” Building Programs
&&

Flooring

2 Major Green Building Programs 
Recognized in the Market

USGBC – United States 
Green Building Council

National Association of 
Home BuildersGreen Building Council Home Builders



• LEED-NC New ConstructionLEED NC New Construction
– Commercial & 4 Story and Higher Multifamily

• LEED for Retail
• LEED for Hospitals
• LEED for Schools

LEED CI C i l I i• LEED-CI Commercial Interiors
• LEED-CS Core & Shell
• LEED-H Homes

– Single Family & 3 Story and Lower Multifamily



LEED Sections NC CI H

Sustainable Sites (SS)          14   7 22

Location & Linkages (LL) 10

A & Ed ti (AE) 3Awareness & Education (AE) 3

Water Efficiency (WE)            5    2 15

Energy & Atmosphere (EA) 17 12 38Energy & Atmosphere (EA)  17  12 38

Materials & Resources (MR) 13  14 16

Indoor Env Quality (EQ) 15 17 21Indoor Env. Quality (EQ)      15   17 21

Innovation & Design  (ID)      5     5 11

Total possible points          69    57 136p p



LEED-NC / LEED-CI / LEED-HLEED NC / LEED CI / LEED H

Four levels of LEED certification:Four levels of LEED certification:

NC CI H

Certified Level 26 - 32       21-26 45-59

Silver Level 33 – 38      27-31 60-74

Gold Level 39 - 51      32-41 75-89

Platinum Level 52+           42+ 90+

TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE 69              57 136



Bronze Silver Gold

Lot Design, Preparation, and Development  8 10 12

Resource Efficiency 44 60 77

Energy Efficiency 37 62 100Energy Efficiency  37 62 100

Water Efficiency  6 13 19

Indoor Environmental Quality 32 54 72

Operation, Maintenance, and Homeowner 
Education 7 7 9

Global Impact  3 5 6p

Additional Points From Sections of Your Choice  100 100 100
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Credits for which Flooring Could Earn Points 

under LEED – NC (Comm & 4 story + MF)
• Materials & Resources

– MR Credit 3: Materials reuse
• Straight reuse of salvaged materials

– MR Credit 4: Recycled ContentMR Credit 4: Recycled Content
• Products that contain recycled content

– MR Credit 5: Regional Materials
• Materials extracted, processed and manufactured within 500Materials extracted, processed and manufactured within 500 

miles of project
– MR Credit 6: Rapidly Renewable

• Materials made from plants harvested on a 10-year rotation p y
or less

– MR Credit 7: Certified Wood
• FSC certified wood



Credits for which Flooring Could Earn Points 

Under the LEED – Homes program
• Materials & Resources

– MR Credit 2.1: FSC Certified Tropical
• Notify wood product suppliers of your FSC use intentions if the 

product contains tropical species
• If tropical wood is intentionally used, use only FSC certified woodIf tropical wood is intentionally used, use only FSC certified wood 

products.  Reused or Reclaimed materials are exempt.
– MR Credit 2.2: Environmentally Preferrable Products (.5 each, 

maximum 8 points)
• Materials• Materials
• Emissions
• Local Sourcing

• EducationEducation
– AE Credit 1.1: Basic Operations Training

• Vii. Guidance on occupant activities and choices, including:
– Cleaning materials, methods, and supplies



USGBC – Green Building ProgramUSGBC Green Building Program

• LEEDLEED 
– Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) is the only

forest certification recognized by LEEDforest certification recognized by LEED
– Wood flooring with an FSC Certification is 

deemed “LEED Compliant”deemed LEED Compliant
• You cannot say, “This product will get you a point 

in this category.”



NAHB – Green BuildingNAHB Green Building

• How is wood flooring accepted?• How is wood flooring accepted?
– Forest Certifications recognized by the NAHB 

Program

• A. The Sustainable Forestry Initiative® Program
• B. The American Tree Farm System®
• C. The Canadian Standards Association’s Sustainable Forest 

Management System Standards
– (CAN/CSA Z809)

• D Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)• D. Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)
• E. Program for the Endorsement of Forest Certification Systems 

(PEFC), and
• F. Other such credible programs as they are developed



FSC – Forest Stewardship CouncilFSC Forest Stewardship Council
• FSC is a third party organization that encourages responsible forestry 

d th ldaround the world.
• They have developed a criteria for foresters to responsibly harvest timber 

and in exchange for their compliance, they get to stamp their wood as “FSC 
Certified”

• FSC has also developed a Chain-of-Custody (COC) system to track the 
lumber from the forest to the floorlumber from the forest to the floor



FSC – Chain-of-Custody (COC)FSC Chain of Custody (COC)
Forest / Timber

The FSC certification 
is given at the forest 
but is carried through

Sawmill

but is carried through 
the channel by the 
Chain-of-Custody 

(COC)

Mfg / Milling

January 2008, all 
members of the sales 
channel are required 
to maintain a COC in 

Importer (Global)

order to sell FSC 
product with the 

intent of qualifying 
for LEED credit.

Distribution
Only the company 
invoicing for the 

installation is exempt 
from carrying a

Dealer / Retailer 

Installer (?)

from carrying a 
COC#.



CMH is now FSC – Chain-of-
C d C ifi d!!!!Custody Certified!!!!
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Credits for which Flooring Could Earn PointsCredits for which Flooring Could Earn Points

• Indoor Environmental Air Qualityy
– EQ Credit 4.1: Low-Emitting Materials: Adhesives & Sealants

• Adhesives, sealants & primers have to comply with South Coast Air Quality 
Management District (SCAQMD) limits for VOCs

– EQ Credit 4.2: Low-Emitting Materials: Paints & Coatingsg g
• Clear wood finishes, floor coatings, and stains applied on-site only do not 

exceed SCAQMD limits
– EQ Credit 4.3: Low-Emitting Materials: Carpet Systems

• All carpet and carpet cushion meet requirements of the Carpet & Rug p p q p g
Institute’s Green Label Plus program

• All carpet adhesives meet EQc4.1 requirements
– EQ Credit 4.4: Low-Emitting Materials: Composite Wood &        

Agrifiber Products
• Adhesives used in all composite wood products (particleboard, MDF, 

plywood, engineered flooring, etc) contain no added urea-formaldehyde 
resins



What is CMH doing to offer a 
“GREEN” S l i ?“GREEN” Solution?

• Residential Sales Binder – Jan 2009
– Wood
– Ceramic
– Laminate
– Adhesives
– Underlayment and Carpet Cushion
– Maintenance ProductsMaintenance Products

• Eco Floor Series – all FSC certified Wood – Jan 2009
Display and Marketing Aids– Display and Marketing Aids

– Price Sheets
– Rep Training & Customer Education



FSC Wood – Display PromotionFSC Wood Display Promotion

• 2 FSC – Eco Flooring Towers – 28 sku’s2 FSC Eco Flooring Towers 28 sku s
• 2 ctns – ½ x 5” Poppyseed Elm –

Handscraped (51.66 sf) – Showroom FloorShowroom FloorHandscraped (51.66 sf) Showroom FloorShowroom Floor
• 4 Handboards – Casa Verde – Terra 

Antiquity – Earth ArtisanAntiquity Earth Artisan
• 2 Architectural Folders – American Woods 

– MonteverdeMonteverde
• 1 “Green Source” – Eco Flooring Manual
• “Locked In” – Emerald Dealer Price Level• Locked In  – Emerald Dealer Price Level









2 Common Questions2 Common Questions

• Why would a builder want to• Why would a builder want to 
build a green certified home?g

• What incentives ($$) would 
drive a builder to want to build 
a green certified home?a green certified home?



2 Common Questions2 Common Questions

• Why would a builder want to• Why would a builder want to 
build a green certified home?g
–Marketability
–Separation from Competition

Turn & Earn–Turn & Earn



2 Common Questions2 Common Questions

• What incentives ($$) would• What incentives ($$) would 
drive a builder to want to build 
a green certified home?

A il bili f Fi i (M j )–Availability of Financing (Major)
–Tax Incentives (vary by state)Tax Incentives (vary by state)
–Grants & Funding



Since May 2007, Wells Fargo 
has:

•Doubled its commitments for 
LEED buildings from $1 billion to 
$2 billion$

•Increased the number of LEED 
projects it has financed by 125%

•Expanded its reach from financing 
LEED certified buildings from 11 
states and DC to 19 states

•Increased the types of LEED 
buildings financed to Include:

•OfficeOffice

•Industrial

•Schools

•Multifamily


